Identification of Enterobacteriaceae with the Minitek system.
A total of 417 strains (361 Enterobacteriaceae, 56 Vibrionaceae) was examined in all the available Minitek system tests. The results were processed through four successive identification schemes devised by the manufacturer and the proportion of strains correctly identified, not identified or incorrectly identified determined for each scheme. From the results, a probability matrix was constructed incorporating all 35 Minitek tests. Test results for each strain were then processed through this matrix to determine its success in identification. From the matrix the order of separating value of the tests was determined. Forty-three of the strains were each tested three times to assess the level of test reproducibility; the corrected error rate was 0.85%.